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city a ship sent from Spain by the officers of the House of Trade for
Indies which in Santo Domingo had learned of the loss of that city
and of the arrival of the Englishman's fleet. It was then in the har-
bour of Santo Domingo city with yards across, ready to sail for
Cartagena. And in the afternoon of that same day, Wednesday,
about noon, this fleet was sighted. Twenty-three or twenty-four sail
were counted, eleven being tall ships, seven small ships, and seven
pinnaces. Immediately the alarm was sounded and all the fighting
force assembled in the corps de garde of this city, foot and horse, and
from there proceeded in good order to the beach where they re-
mained until the enemy entered the harbour.
The governor distributed these troops. He ordered the horse to
patrol the beach in both directions and to watch where the enemy
landed men. He ordered Captain Martin Polo and his company to
hold the trench out by Hanged Man's Swamp. The Tolu company
was ordered to hold San Francisco bridge. Captain San Miguel
(p. 137) and Captain Diego Perez were sent to the Caleta trench.
Deponent's company was in a sand trench on the beach.
At the third watch they ordered deponent to take up a position
between the end of the masonry trench at the Caleta and the sea, a
place where there was no protection. When he had taken up that
position with his company they gave him six wine butts with which
to make a trench over a distance of a hundred feet, which was open,
without any shelter whatsoever. The men had nothing with which
to fill these hogsheads, but their hands.
Within, say, an hour that deponent and his men had been there,
the governor and Don Pedro Vique and the campmaster and
sargento mayor and Captain Alonso de San Miguel and Captain Diego
Perez with their companies, being in the masonry trench, the
enemy appeared. With a troop of harquebusiers out of his company
deponent took a stand in front of these wine butts, ordering his men
not to fire until he should give the order.
As the enemy came out of the bush upon the beach, about a musket-
shot from the trenches, the galleys began to fire their artillery and
small shot at the enemy, who was less than 100 paces away. Neither
the artillery nor the small shot had any effect because the fire went
high. That it might do them no damage the English kept over
toward where deponent and his men were. The governor ordered
the artillery which was in the trench to be fired and deponent
ordered (p. 138) his muskets and harquebuses to fire. Deponent had
instructed part of his men to fire first, another lot to fire next while
the first reloaded, but they did not follow his instructions.